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. “The Amack of the febra Mussel™ sounds like BT Y ‘" MARTA GARCIA

1 horror movie, r.I_L'\_|1|:' lurns our che licdle mon-

sters are very real, lurking in Lake Michigan

What's so monstrous about a mussel the size af
a fingernail? Maybe nothing, if there were just a
fewe. Bur these '-.r|i|:-|'-:| shell [rESLS |1.'|r|1||.||.|.|.1.' |.||'i|.||'.'
|'||':l._ .\.'|'||:.'|-;I'| |:|'!l_'l:'|'|l.\.'.!'l.l."\-\. I IThdssa™ [y CTRLAL .|I HICAS
in the lake, aftecting everything trom tiny living
F'-l.lr'.}u:-:||| TN |1i1; business.

The mussels first hitched a ride into the Uniged
Stares on a transoceanic vessel that had taken on
ballast warer art a |'.|.||:1||u'.'::|| port in 1988, The
Lake County (Ind.}) Health Department reporis
that just one year later they had wiggled into Lake
?'.15n|:i;:4||. Zebra mussels will attach themselves to
anv solid surface = even each other = with smub-
bormn tenacity. Not so good when the solid surface
is a warer-inrake pipe at a power |"|.I.I'|I Or |1II|1|i=.
WHLET '-.|_||_'-;'-'|:-.. wihierne '.|||'.'.' can reduce the flow of
WaleT |_1-:.' up to ree-thinds, A Mix ||i;.||| heased
paper company has spent more than 51 million
r-.'|114|1.'i||F i||~.I! 400 cubic _-.:||-:‘|.'- of the mussels.

The pr.-.'..i._"r'ﬂ'q also suck up |::-|.||:1|v.|r'-'.1. redug ing
food for cerrain fish species. They kill snails and
clams |.:-:.' { |.||||E:ﬁ||__|; onto them in .Ill.l.i:i.' numbers.
That means less food for whirehish, :|.'-:'||-:|'|'.' ]u'nh
and sunfish, lowering their population and their
availability for commercial fishing,.

Have vou noticed areas of Lake Mic higan
where the water seems much clearer? A report in

the linois Mapural Hisvo ¥ SUTVEY SaYs thar ar

one place, for example, warer clariry “I was exposed to unusual furniture a: 2 i, but | didn't see it that way.” says 5
increased from 13 o 31 feer. Matof, w bayvhood hame in Vieginia was filled with the lam ffet takble
Makes for near viewing — but furniture of s great-grandfather Frank Lioyd YYright hought my friends homes, witl i
it indicates the CCOSYSIEm has Mmeo 1 | 1 i | !
been drastically altered because Matof never met Wright, who died in 1959, six years before Matof '
rebra mussels are g|r|r|l|ill.'r:_ Lp i I La l I f T 1Mo 1 ‘:hil}ﬂgﬂ
micrascopic plants and anirmals I f f f ] NS 54 - - Mok
that form the base of the lake's ibelie { vwest Loop, he custom-makes tables, beds, bookshelves and s
food web (the "!'_la-m.l xl:||||‘ I - 51 4 Na 1L A W i1 AFE ST 181y DAl aCl | ..
zebra thar made the warer look 1 i
rmussel murkier than it does now). e a ho s wisited Taliesin, WWright's estate and studio near Spring Green Lo
| he ||||_|xu_'|-. -:||||:. mariiral Eul.'l.!:lll.:-:h are -.:|ni||;_: Wy NNENR = nitect imagimed an ested ideas. For Mato
ducks, but their appetites can't keep up with the i I er was wreght lauehter by the i ol his three wive lalkesin was and remains
|H||1||I.1riun |::n.51:-:-.~;.-u:'.. L L I e “Taliesin is profoundly beautifu the architecture, the setting, he says. "My [aw |15
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