Tattoos

Tattales

We ask Chicagoans of all stripes: “What's the story behind your ink?”
By Cecilia Wong Photographs by Martha Williams

Danielle Ramirez, 23

Andrea Jablonski, 34

“The back of my calves are renditions of my parents. The oneabout my
father isreally fitting—sometimes he’s the death of me, but at the same
time, I love him to death. The one about my mom, well, she's extremely
beautiful and she's always been into gardening, so[the flower in the hair]

makes sense thatway.”

“I'ma woodworker; [ build
furniture. I wanted [my ruler
tattoo] to be exposed and
decorative, but also functional.
AndIreally douseit probably
everv day, for quick cross-
measurements, It's pretty
accurate—withina 16thof an
inch. It's part of this larger, old-
fashioned notion about being
marked by what we do.”

Jessedela Pena, 36

Jeremiah Catalano-Reiily, 22
“1 got stabbed 12 times trying to
break upa fight ata party in
December 2004, [ was never a big

- tattoo guy before this, but

wanted something to remind me
that it happened, and that I came
outofitokay. I'mnota firebrand
oranything, but Iamreligious,
and that particular scripture
(Jeremiah 29:11) talks about hope
for the future.”

: Tomeit'smy family crest. It

“Theseareexact replicasof my
father’s tattoos, for Father's Day.

. They're theexact same styleand

place where he has them. He had
hisdone in the Polish navy—it'san -

- froneross, askulland crossbones,
- andanold diver'smask. 'mintwo

bands, sopeople assume that
they’re band tattoos. If not that,
they then ask if they'reskinhead

Melanie Wojtychiw, 18
“Twanted to get this tattoo as soon
asIsaw thisdesign. It'shalfof

: the Ukrainian headpiece we

wear, combined with the

- Ukrainian symbeol for freedom.
: I'maUkrainian folk dancer, so
- tattoos,and I'mlike, ‘No! Please!' "

itmeansalottome.”

Left, “Music is my life—I deejay, [
produce, I doband stuff. Ttall i
revolvesaround music...butIalso
didn’t want to get headphonesora
record or aneedle, because
everybody’s got those, The pitch
controlis something I'm always
adjusting, tuning up and down,
blending music together.”

. Adam Rush, 34
! Left,“The designis from thebackof
. myacademy shirt, After my first

major fireat 37thand Ashland

| decided to getit. Tvebeenonthe

| ChicagoFire Department for 10

. yearsnow,andit'sbeenabigpart
| ofmylife.”

. Koren Grieveson, 34

: Right, “Iwasbutcheringalotof

John Niles, 26

Right, "My father putin 40 years
with US Steel and my mom put
in40 years with EJ&E Railway.

represents Indianaand everything
that means—toil, strife, doing
whatever it takes tomake it.”

| pigsatthe time, when we first

opened [ Avec, where Grieveson is

- chefde cuisine]. Tlove swine, and1
: lovebacon,and pigseatcom.I'ma
| tattoo person, and [ don't dothings

onawhim. Youwon'tsee the
Tasmanian Devilonmy armora
rainbow onmy ankle.”

Formore ink-inspived stovies, go to timeout.com/chicago.
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